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§ 196.37–9 Carbon dioxide alarm. 

(a) All carbon dioxide alarms shall be 
conspicuously identified: ‘‘WHEN 
ALARM SOUNDS—VACATE AT ONCE. 
CARBON DIOXIDE BEING RE-
LEASED.’’

§ 196.37–10 Fire extinguishing system 
branch lines. 

(a) The branch line valves of all fire 
extinguishing systems shall be plainly 
and permanently marked indicating 
the spaces served.

§ 196.37–13 Fire extinguishing system 
controls. 

(a) The control cabinets or spaces 
containing valves or manifolds for the 
various fire extinguishing systems 
shall be distinctly marked in con-
spicuous red letters at least 2 inches 
high: ‘‘CARBON DIOXIDE FIRE APPA-
RATUS,’’ or ‘‘FOAM FIRE APPA-
RATUS,’’ etc., as the case may be.

§ 196.37–15 Firehose stations. 

(a) Each fire hydrant shall be identi-
fied in red letters and figures at least 2 
inches high ‘‘FIRE STATION NO. 1’’, 
‘‘2’’, ‘‘3’’, etc. Where the hose is not 
stowed in the open or behind glass so 
as to be readily seen, this identifica-
tion shall be so placed as to be readily 
seen from a distance.

§ 196.37–20 Self-contained breathing 
apparatus and gas masks. 

(a) Lockers or spaces containing self-
contained breathing apparatus shall be 
marked ‘‘SELF-CONTAINED BREATH-
ING APPARATUS’’.

§ 196.37–23 Hand portable fire extin-
guishers. 

(a) Each hand portable fire extin-
guisher shall be marked with a number 
and the location where stowed shall be 
marked with a corresponding number 
at least 1⁄2 inch high. Where only one 
type and size of hand portable fire ex-
tinguisher is carried, the numbering 
may be omitted.

§ 196.37–25 Emergency lights. 

(a) All emergency lights shall be 
marked with a letter ‘‘E’’ at least 1⁄2 
inch high.

§ 196.37–33 Instructions for changing 
steering gear. 

(a) Instructions in at least 1⁄2 inch 
letters and figures shall be posted in 
the steering engineroom, relating in 
order, the different steps to be taken in 
changing to the emergency steering 
gear. Each clutch, gear, wheel, lever, 
valve, or switch which is used during 
the changeover shall be numbered or 
lettered on a metal plate or painted so 
that the markings can be recognized at 
a reasonable distance. The instructions 
shall indicate each clutch or pin to be 
‘‘in’’ or ‘‘out’’ and each valve or switch 
which is to be ‘‘opened’’ or ‘‘closed’’ in 
shifting to any means of steering for 
which the vessel is equipped. Instruc-
tions shall be included to line up all 
steering wheels and rudder amidship 
before changing gears.

§ 196.37–35 Rudder orders. 

(a) At all steering stations, there 
shall be installed a suitable notice on 
the wheel or device or in such other po-
sition as to be directly in the helms-
man’s line of vision, to indicate the di-
rection in which the wheel or device 
must be turned for ‘‘right rudder’’ and 
for ‘‘left rudder’’.

§ 196.37–37 Markings for lifesaving ap-
pliances, instructions to passengers, 
and stowage locations. 

Lifesaving appliances, instructions to 
passengers, and stowage locations must 
be marked in accordance with sub-
chapter W (Lifesaving Appliances and 
Arrangements) of this chapter. 

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25313, May 20, 1996]

§ 196.37–47 Portable magazine chests. 

(a) Portable magazine chests shall be 
marked in letters at least 3 inches 
high: 
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PORTABLE MAGAZINE CHEST 

— FLAMMABLE — 

KEEP LIGHTS AND FIRE AWAY.

Subpart 196.40—Markings on 
Vessels

§ 196.40–1 Application. 
(a) The provisions of this subpart 

shall apply to all vessels except as spe-
cifically noted.

§ 196.40–5 Hull markings. 
Vessels shall be marked as required 

by parts 67 and 69 of this chapter. 

[CGD 72–104R, 37 FR 14233, July 18, 1972; 37 
FR 18537, Sept. 13, 1972]

§ 196.40–10 Draft marks and draft indi-
cating systems. 

(a) All vessels must have draft marks 
plainly and legibly visible upon the 
stem and upon the sternpost or 
rudderpost or at any place at the stern 
of the vessel as may be necessary for 
easy observance. The bottom of each 
mark must indicate the draft. 

(b) The draft must be taken from the 
bottom of the keel to the surface of the 
water at the location of the marks. 

(c) In cases where the keel does not 
extend forward or aft to the location of 
the draft marks, due to raked stem, or 
cutaway skeg, the datum line from 
which the draft shall be taken shall be 
obtained by projecting the line of the 
bottom of keel forward, or aft, as the 
case may be, to the location of the 
draft marks. 

(d) In cases where a vessel may have 
a skeg or other appendage extending 
locally below the line of the keel, the 
draft at the end of the vessel adjacent 
to such appendage shall be measured to 
a line tangent to the lowest part of 
such appendage and parallel to the line 
of the bottom of the keel. 

(e) Draft marks must be separated so 
that the projections of the marks onto 
a vertical plane are of uniform height 
equal to the vertical spacing between 
consecutive marks. 

(f) Draft marks must be painted in 
contrasting color to the hull. 

(g) In cases where draft marks are ob-
scured due to operational constraints 
or by protrusions, the vessel must be 

fitted with a reliable draft indicating 
system from which the bow and stern 
drafts can be determined. 

[CGFR 67–83, 33 FR 1158, Jan. 27, 1988, as 
amended by CGD 89–037, 57 FR 41828, Sept. 11, 
1992]

§ 196.40–15 Load line marks. 

(a) Vessels assigned a load line shall 
have the deck line and the load line 
marks permanently marked or em-
bossed as required by Subchapter E 
(Load Lines) of this chapter.

Subpart 196.43—Placard of 
Lifesaving Signals

SOURCE: CGD 95–027, 61 FR 26013, May 23, 
1996, unless otherwise noted.

§ 196.43–1 Application. 

The provisions of this subpart apply 
to all vessels on an international voy-
age, and all other vessels of 150 gross 
tons or over in ocean, coastwise, or 
Great Lakes service.

§ 196.43–5 Availability. 

On all vessels to which this subpart 
applies there must be readily available 
to the deck officer of the watch a 
placard containing instructions for the 
use of the lifesaving signals set forth in 
regulation 16, chapter V, of the Inter-
national Convention for Safety of Life 
at Sea, 1974. These signals must be used 
by vessels or persons in distress when 
communicating with lifesaving sta-
tions and maritime rescue units.

Subpart 196.45—Carrying of 
Excess Steam

§ 196.45–1 Master and chief engineer 
responsible. 

(a) It shall be the duty of the master 
and the engineer in charge of the boil-
ers of any vessel to require that a 
steam pressure is not carried in excess 
of that allowed by the certificate of in-
spection and to require that the safety 
valves, once set and sealed by the in-
spector, are in no way tampered with 
or made inoperative except as provided 
in § 196.30–20.
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